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1.3. What data are reported to the AHAR?

The AHAR contains data from two sources. The first source is HMIS data. The AHAR is
based largely on the universal data elements in HUD’s HMIS Data and Technical
Standards. All HMIS data are reported in the aggregate for each community to the
research team. At present, the data represent any person who enters an emergency
shelter or transitional housing program during a 12-month reporting period, from
October 1 to September 30 of the following year. (The 2010 AHAR will include
persons served in permanent supportive housing programs and Homeless Prevention
and Rapid Re-Housing Programs.) Data are reported separately for individuals and
persons in families in these program types.

HMIS data is submitted to the AHAR research team via the AHAR Exchange, a dynamic
web-based tool designed specifically for the AHAR. The AHAR Exchange is discussed
in more detail in Chapter 3.

The AHAR also includes information from CoC Exhibit 1 applications. Point-in-Time
(PIT) counts of homeless populations offer a “snapshot” of homelessness on a single
night in January and include counts or statistically reliable estimates of the
unsheltered homeless population. The annual PIT counts also provide information on
the numbers of homeless persons within particular subpopulations, such as persons
who are chronically homeless, severely mentally ill, substance abusers, veterans,
unaccompanied youth, or living with HIV/AIDS.

1.4. How is the AHAR used?

The AHAR is the only source of data that is available annually on the extent and
nature of homelessness nationwide. As such, the AHAR provides federal and local
policymakers with a deeper understanding of who is homeless and how homelessness
changes over time. This information can be used to inform public policy and the
public, craft appropriate intervention strategies, and address the persistent issue of
homelessness in America.

Participation in the AHAR is particularly beneficial to local communities because data
gathered for the AHAR helps quantify the number, characteristics, and service needs
of those who accessed homeless services. This provides a data driven understanding
of the community’s homeless population to inform local homeless assistance planning.
Communities can also use AHAR data for the CoC application, community planning,
strategic plans to end homelessness, consolidated plans, and funding applications.
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1. Emergency Shelters for Individuals (ES-IND)
2. Emergency Shelters for Persons in Families (ES-FAM)
3. Transitional Housing for Individuals (TH-IND)
4. Transitional Housing for Persons in Families (TH-FAM)

Each reporting category represents an unduplicated count of persons within that
category, but a client may be reported in multiple categories as appropriate. For
example, a client who enters an emergency shelter for individuals in October, stays
for several months, exits, and then re-enters the same shelter in February should be

counted in the ES-IND reporting
category once only. If the same client
subsequently enters a transitional
housing program for individuals, then he
should also be reported in the TH-IND
category once only. Clients who use
multiple programs during the AHAR
reporting period will be de-duplicated
automatically through the AHAR
submission process.

Communities may not be able to report
data across all four reporting categories
if: (a) the community does not have a
particular provider type, e.g., there are
no emergency shelters for families in
the community; or (b) the data quality

for a particular reporting category does not meet several key thresholds (discussed in
more detail below). Regardless, all data must be generated from a community’s
HMIS.

Key HMIS Reporting Capabilities

A community’s HMIS must have certain capabilities in order to submit data for the
AHAR. The HMIS must be able to:

(1) Produce accurate, de-duplicated counts of sheltered homeless persons on
any given day, on an average day, and during a one-year period. The
accuracy of these counts depends on the ability of service providers to
capture entry and exit dates for all clients served, as well as sufficient
personally identifying information to properly de-duplicate all client records.

(2) Identify client overlap across reporting categories. An HMIS must be able
to account for persons who are served in multiple reporting categories and
produce counts of persons using any combination of reporting categories. For
instance, the HMIS must be able to tabulate how many people were served in
ES-IND only; ES-IND and ES-FAM; ES-IND and TH-IND; ES-IND, ES-FAM, and TH-
IND; and so on. This information is used to adjust for persons who use
multiple programs and to generate a de-duplicate count of homeless persons.

What is the definition of a “family”
in the AHAR?

For the purposes of the AHAR, a family is
defined as two or more persons who

present together for services and at least
one person is an adult and one person is a

child. All other household
configurations—such as two married
adults or a juvenile parent and her
children—are reported in the IND

reporting categories.
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(3) Count persons by household type. The AHAR counts different types of
households: individual adults; adults in families with children; children in
families with adults; households with only adults; households with only
children (i.e. households with multiple children and no adults); and
unaccompanied youth.

(4) Generate counts of persons with certain demographic characteristics and
previous housing situations. The AHAR tabulates persons by ethnicity, race,
gender, age categories, veteran status, disability status, household type,
household size, and previous living situations. The demographic
characteristics of persons served during the AHAR reporting period are based
on the first program entry date within each reporting category. For example,
if a person accesses multiple ES-IND providers during the AHAR reporting
period, his demographic characteristics reported to the AHAR should be based
on his first program entry into an ES-IND provider.

Similarly, if a person enters a TH-IND provider on February 1 and then joins
his family in a TH-FAM provider on June 1, the demographic characteristics
reported in the TH-IND category should be based on his status on February 1
and the characteristics reported in the TH-FAM category should be based on
his status on June 1.

(5) Generate total lengths of stay for each person by reporting category and
cross tabulate the data by gender and age. The total length of stay by
reporting category is equal to the cumulative sum of nights spent in any
provider within that category. For instance, if a client stays for 14 nights in
an ES-IND provider, 20 nights in a different ES-IND provider, and then 30
nights in the original ES-IND provider, then the total length of stay is 64
nights (or 14 + 20 + 30 = 64).

(6) Count the total number of households with children by reporting
category. Counting households can be challenging because household
compositions are fluid and communities have many different ways to identify
a family household. For the purposes of the AHAR, a family household must
always include at least one adult and one child. The methodology for
counting households is currently based on the household composition
associated with each person’s first program entry. (Note: the current
approach may change in future AHARs). Future guidance will be provided on
how to count family households accurately for AHAR reporting. Your AHAR
liaison can assist you with any immediate questions.
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Communities that wish to view the AHAR reporting requirements can visit the “AHAR
Exchange Sandbox” at sandbox.hmis.info. After creating a username and password,
community representatives can use the AHAR Exchange Sandbox to view the AHAR
reporting requirements, enter data into the Sandbox, view any data validation
problems that are automated in the Sandbox, and generate local reports. The
Sandbox is a place for communities to “play” with their data and gauge the quality of
their AHAR submission; it is not the place to submit a community’s official AHAR data.

2.3. Criteria for Participating in the AHAR

There are four criteria for participating in the AHAR:

(1). A community’s AHAR data must be generated from an HMIS. HUD requires
that all AHAR data submissions be generated from an HMIS. Data generated
from hard copy records or electronic systems that do not fully constitute an
HMIS will not be accepted into the AHAR.

(2). Communities must have at least 50 percent of beds community-wide
represented in their HMIS, excluding domestic violence provider beds. A
community’s HMIS bed coverage rate is equal to the total number of beds in
HMIS divided by the total number of beds in the community. The bed
coverage rate should account for all beds in the community, including both
HUD and non-HUD funded beds. For the purposes of reporting to the AHAR,
bed coverage rates are calculated separately by reporting category and any
reporting category below 50 percent is excluded from the AHAR. As the
example below demonstrates, two reporting categories (i.e., ES-IND and TH-
FAM) are below 50 percent and thus ineligible for the AHAR. The other
reporting categories would still be used in the AHAR.

Determining AHAR Eligibility Based on HMIS coverage rates

Program
Type

Beds in
HMIS

Total
Inventory

Bed
Coverage

Rate

Sufficient Bed Coverage for AHAR
Participation?

ES-IND 5 15 33% NO
ES-FAM 15 20 75% YES
TH-IND 20 30 67% YES
TH-FAM 0 30 0% NO

Tip: Many HMIS software providers have pre-programmed (or “canned”)
AHAR reports that generate the required data automatically. Contact your
vendor representative about the availability of a canned AHAR report.


